ENGLISH / LITERACY

In Literacy this term children will read and write using the following genres of writing as a model;

· Narrative

· Autobiography and biographies

· Poetry

Children will read around each genre and be taught the success criterion for producing writing in this form. Children will have the opportunity in ‘Big Writing’ to create a piece of extended writing in the style of the genre studied. Children will complete reading comprehension exercises around the genre studied and receive discreet vocabulary and punctuation lessons to improve their own writing.

Children will work both independently and in small groups to analyse texts, improve their writing, and practice using a range of punctuation. They will experiment with different sentence structures and more exciting vocabulary to become more accomplished writers.

This term we will also be continuing to focus upon handwriting, presentation and spelling.  The children will be expected to use their best handwriting at all times.   If handwriting is consistently at a good level, children will receive a Whoberley Hall Handwriting pen.  Please encourage this when working with the children at home, particularly for homework activities. We will be having weekly spelling sessions, including the use of a computer spelling programme called ‘Wordshark’.

Mathematics

During the autumn term children in Year 5 and 6 will be covering many key areas of mathematics.

Place value 

Children will be partitioning whole numbers up to one million and consolidating knowledge of multiplying and dividing whole numbers and decimals by 10, 100 and 1000.

Multiplication and division 

There will be discussion of how these two areas are associated and work will be completed on improving written methods. They will use the grid and short methods for multiplication and ‘chunking’ for division.

Handling data 

Children will be collecting, organising, representing, extracting and interpreting data in various tables, graphs and charts through cross curricular work linked to geography.

Fractions, decimals and percentages and ratio and proportion 

We will concentrate this term on using fraction notation, finding fractions of numbers and quantities and solving problems involving ratio and proportion.

Shape and space

The children will extend their knowledge of 2D and 3D shape and symmetry and will investigate statements about the property of shapes.

Measures

Telling the time will be revisited in the context of problem solving and we will use the relationship between familiar units of measurements e.g. centimetres, metres and kilometres.  Some children will also compare imperial and metric units of measurement.

Addition and subtraction

As with multiplication and division, we will concentrate on written methods and problem solving.

Properties of numbers
Work will be completed on number sequences, odd and even numbers and multiples.

We will also be doing a lot of work on mental strategies to solve mathematical problems. The children will be given a mental maths paper each week and the children will be given opportunities to discuss the importance of using an appropriate strategy. This test will also be sent home for children to continue to practice at home.

Times tables will be tested and revisited throughout the year so it is of the utmost importance that your child confidently knows the multiplication facts up to 12x12 and the corresponding division facts.  It would be greatly beneficial to your child if you could help practice these facts at home as it has a huge impact on every area of maths we cover.

Science

Year 5 and year 6 will complete a unit on ‘More about dissolving’. This unit will consolidate and extend the children's understanding of what happens when a variety of solids dissolve. 

Experimental and investigative work will focus on: 

· making and testing predictions 

· planning a fair test 

· repeating observations and measurements and evaluating these 

· representing data in line graphs and interpreting what these show. 

This unit will also offer opportunities for relating understanding of dissolving to everyday contexts.

Experimental and investigative work will focus on: 

· making observations 

· drawing conclusions 

· suggesting explanations for conclusions, using scientific knowledge and 
Gases around us – Children will learn that gases are material and can be distinguished from solids and liquids by their properties. They will also learn about the uses of some important gases and where gases are found. 

Experimental and investigative work will focus on:

· making and repeating observations

· Relating observations and conclusions to scientific knowledge and understanding

Work in this unit will also offer the children opportunities to use scientific knowledge and understanding to explain everyday phenomena related to air and other gases. 

Over the next term the children will be covering a Geography based topic that we believe will make learning very enjoyable.  The topic is ‘Investigating rivers’ The topic is a skilled based curriculum focusing not only on subject knowledge but also on providing opportunities for the children to become responsible independent learners. 
Investigating rivers

Geography 

· How the shape of a river is always changing

· How it changes the land through which it flows

· What happens when it floods

· What uses people make of the river

Science

· Where water comes from

· How it grows a stalactite

· How to clean water

· How water can be used to make power

Technology

· How bridges are built and then putting what we have learnt into practice with ‘ the great bridge- building challenge’

History 

· About the importance of the River Nile in every aspect of life in Ancient Egypt

Society and international

· That rivers still have an importance in the everyday life of people across the world and we’ll be looking at the effects of river management for communities and for countries when rivers are dammed.

Places to research

The following will support the children with their work in school.

There are many websites, which will support the children with our topic work, below, are a few, please ensure all websites used are suitable for the children.

Investigating rivers

Websites

www.rev.net/aloe/river
www.cgee.hamline.egu/rivers/resources/river_profiles/index.html
www.touregypt.net
www.kaibab.org/geology/gc_geol.htm
www.peopleandplanet.net
P.E
Every Monday afternoon children in Years 5 and 6 will go to the Excel leisure centre for an afternoon of swimming and sports activities.

This term they will have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills of invasion games. They will work on their existing ball skills and refining these to support them in a game situation playing both Tag Rugby and Netball. The children will also focus on the importance of working as a team to achieve a common goal. 

Dance

In this unit children will learn different styles of dance and focus on dancing with other people. They will create, perform and watch dances in a range of styles, working with partners and groups. 

In dance as a whole, children will think about how to use movement to explore and communicate ideas and issues, and their own feelings and thoughts. As they work, they will develop an awareness of the historical and cultural origins of different dances. 

Year 6 will also be visiting Plas Dol-y-Moch in the second half term providing the children with a range of diverse outdoor physical education activities with trained instructors. Some will also take part in Cycling Proficiency lessons to enable them to become safe and confident cyclists.

Religious Education

Over the term the children will be looking at the religion on Islam, focusing on the beliefs that Muslims hold.  This will be extended by learning about what it is like for Muslims belonging to the Islamic faith.  We feel it is very important for the children to gain an understanding of a variety of faiths as we are part of a multi-cultural society. 

[image: image1.wmf]PSHE
In PSHE this term children will take part in weekly R time sessions, which foster positive relationships within the classroom.  The children will also have the opportunity to work with other children in the school to discuss their school week and reflect upon their learning.

HOMEWORK

Dear Parents,
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The timetable below gives a brief outline of when work will be sent although some weeks the children may have more depending on the topics being covered in the classroom.

Reading is still a very important part of the homework this year. Some children now read for pleasure and are happy to read themselves for sustained periods of time. If this is not the case for your child, please continue to encourage them to read something that interests them e.g. magazines, newspapers, football programmes etc for a sustained period on a regular basis. 
[image: image3.wmf]As the children are approaching secondary school there may be occasions when homework will be expected to be completed for the following day. When the children make the transition to secondary they may have three or four pieces of homework which will need to be returned the next day. Whilst we do appreciate that the children have a life outside of school it is important that they learn how to manage their homework so that they can cope when they move into the next phase of their education.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support at home. If you have any queries, please discuss them with your child’s class teacher.

Miss Fisher, Mrs Brock, Mrs Davie and Mrs Urch

 The Upper phase Team

	SUBJECT
	WHEN?
	WHAT?
	HOW LONG?

(suggested)
	COMPLETION

	NUMERACY


	Monday: At least once per week
	Work sent will be an extension to the learning in the classroom or as revision from previous lessons.
	30 mins
	To be returned the following Monday.

	MENTAL MATHS
	Monday
	The children will sit this paper in class and will be expected to practice this at home to improve on their original score.
	15 mins
	This does not need to be returned.

	LITERACY


	Monday: At least once per week
	Work sent will be an extension to the learning in the classroom or as revision from previous lessons. Reading comprehension may also be sent.
	30 mins
	To be returned the following Monday

	TOPIC


	When applicable
	Work sent will be an extension to the learning in the classroom
	
	This will be stated at time it is given

	READING


	On-going
	At least 15 mins sustained reading 3 X per week
	15 mins per day
	

	SPELLINGS
	Every Thursday
	New spellings will be sent home every Thursday in preparation for a test the following Thursday
	15 mins per day
	The following Thursday


